
Where to Begin
The Nicandri Nature Center welcomes you and your group to visit and participate in a naturalist-led experience. Review the Field Trip Checklist and the program descriptions best suited for your group. All programs are free. General program length is 45-60 minutes depending on your schedule.

Booking a Field Trip 
Easy as 1-2-3 
1.Choose a program. 
2. Provide approximate number of students and adults.
3. Request three preferred date(s) and time(s). 
E-mail info@massenanaturecenter.com  to submit a scheduling request. A Nature Center representative will follow-up to finalize your reservation. 
 
If applying for the Connect Kids to Parks grant program, contact nature center staff at least three weeks before your requested dates.

General Information 
During the visit, your students can participate in three experiences: a guided walk with a naturalist; an investigative program in the learning classroom; and exploration of our interactive exhibits, and displays.

Special Instructions Before Your Visit 
Please be informed of any medical concerns of your students that could arise during an outdoor trip. Make sure that all students and adults wear clothes and shoes that are appropriate for walking and for the anticipated weather forecast. 
PLAN A VISIT                    
NICANDRI NATURE CENTER       


Programs will be conducted rain or shine, except during unsafe weather conditions such as thunderstorms and extreme temperatures. The maximum class size consists of 25 students. If you have a large group, please divide your students into smaller groups prior to your arrival.

Bus Information 
Please have the driver stop directly in front of the nature center. A staff member will greet students and chaperones on the bus.

Arrival 
Be sure to divide your students into smaller groups prior to your arrival. Upon departing the bus, the greeter will assign students to line up in their groups by labeled cones. 

Your Naturalist will meet your group at the cone to begin your visit to the nature center.

Lunch
Upon arrival, lunch may be stored in our storage room found to the right of the welcome desk.  Picnic tables are available for snacks or lunch. Please note there is no food or drink available for purchase.  We do have a water fountain and bottle refill station. 

We invite you to use the following documents to plan your visit to the Nicandri Nature Center. There are materials to share with families and chaperones to ensure children have an enjoyable time exploring nature.


Visit Etiquette 
This is an interactive experience. Please remain engaged during the activities. Please keep an indoor speaking voice and be sure to listen carefully to instructions. Please remember to stay in your group. Stick 
to the walkways and trails. Please feel free to take photographs. Ask 
questions, be inspired, and have fun! 



Chaperones 
At least one chaperone is required for every ten students. We suggest that group leaders  familiarize chaperones with the Nicandri Nature Center by providing them with the chaperone documents located at the end of this guide. Students will understand the nature center better and have a better learning experience when chaperones themselves are well prepared. 

Guidelines for Students 
· While inside the center and on our trails, stay with a chaperone at all times for safety.  
· Walk inside the center at all times; the floor is very hard and we want to ensure everyone’s safety.  
· Be respectful of the live animals’ personal space. It’s safer for them and us if we don’t touch their enclosures.  
· Please be gentle with our exhibits. 
· Do your part to keep the environment clean by disposing of trash and recyclables properly
Pre-K & Kindergarten  
PROGRAM GUIDE 

Habitat Adventures 
Children use all of their senses as they explore the woods, meadows and other habitats surrounding the nature center.  Students investigate the big questions of WHERE do animals live, WHY do they live there and WHAT does it take for them to survive?

Fall Explorers
September – November   
Explore the fall woods and fields to learn how plants and animals prepare for winter. The changing season inspires role-playing and sensory investigation of life cycles.
Winter Trekkers

December – February   
Discover the beauty of winter and the secrets of animal survival during this cold season. Find out first-hand why some animals have feathers or fur and others have shells, scales, or slimy skin.
Spring Peepers

April – June   
Spring is an amazing time of growth and change, and the evidence is all around us. Investigate with our senses, practice counting and develop color recognition by spying blooming flowers, singing birds, and buzzing insects.
LS2.A, LS1.A, LS1.D

1st & 2nd Grade Programs
Incredible Bug Hunt
Discover the amazing world of invertebrates and their importance in the environment. Students will identify distinguishing characteristics and will try their hand at collecting invertebrates.
ALL PROGRAMS CONTAIN AN OPTIONAL OUTDOOR COMPONENT

Fur, Feather & Scutes
Why do birds have feathers? Why do turtles have shells? How do these coverings determine where these animals will live? Students will learn that animal adaptations, whether it’s a unique trait or survival strategy, play a critical role in an animal’s outcome in life.
LS1.A, LS1.D, LS3.A, LS3.B

Fine Feathered Friends
Birds are adapted to their habitats in many ways. Learn how birds differ from each other and how these adaptations help them survive.
LS2.A, LS1.A, LS1.D

3rd, 4th & 5th Grade Programs
Fintastic Fish 
Discover the amazing world of fish and their role in an ecosystem.  Students will identify distinguishing characteristics, ideal habitats and observe many of our resident fish.
3-LS4-4, 3-LS4-3, 4-LS1-1, 4-LS1-2, 5-PS3-1

Night Hunters
Owls are amazing creatures! Flying silently while using their ears and eyes to find food, owls are a significant link in the food chain. Students investigate and 
discover that each part has a special role to play in its survival.
3-LS4-3, 4-LS1-1, 4-LS1-2, 5-PS3-1


All programs include an active component and inquiry based learning to help students better engage with nature.

[bookmark: _GoBack]

1st - 5th Grade
Turtle Power
No, these aren’t your average mutant turtles, but native species of New York! Delve into the world of turtles and investigate what makes these creatures unique all while meeting a few that live at the Nicandri Nature Center.
3-LS4-3, 4-LS1-1, 5-ESS3-1
Time for Tracking
Who’s been here? Lets 
Middle School & High School Programs
Swamp School
It’s alive inside! Experience the abundance of life inside a single pond. Students will learn why wetlands are important and how loss of this unique habitat affects all animals.
LS2.C, LS2.A, LS2.B, LS4.D

Stop the Invasion
Invasive species are here and more are trying to get in.  Learn how to identify them, why they can be harmful, and how they get established.
ETS1.B, LS2.C, LS2.A, LS2.B, LS4.D, ESS3.C














LS2.A, LS1.A, LS1.D

Field Trip Check List

At least two weeks before your field trip

· Choose three potential field trip dates.  If you are applying for the Connect Kids to Parks program, please contact the nature center staff at least three weeks before requested dates.
· Look over the program guide and choose an experience.
· Determine the total number of students and adults who will be visiting and the expected arrival/departure time from the center.
· Share any relevant special needs of your group/students with the staff.
· Complete necessary school paperwork (i.e. field trip documents, student permission slips, etc.)
· Coordinate transportation.
· Recruit chaperones (the Nature Center suggests at least a 10:1 student-chaperone ratio.


At least one week before your field trip 
· Communicate with your team important information about the field trip such as the itinerary.
· Please be informed of any medical concerns that could arise during an outdoors trip (e.g., allergies to insect stings, asthma). 
· Prepare fellow teachers, chaperones, and students by sharing guidelines about dressing appropriately for weather and insects. Send home with students the Dress for Success flier and contact chaperones via phone and/or the following chaperone letter. 
· Create chaperone groups. Remember to follow the student-chaperone ratio of 10:1.
· Talk with students about field trip goals and programs they will be experiencing.  Complete any needed pre-field trip activities in the classroom.
· Double check with transportation time allotted for field trip and update Nature Center staff immediately of any time changes.

     Please Note: There is no food or drink available for purchase on site.


On the day of your field trip     
DID YOU KNOW…
   
New York State offers a field trip refund grant program connecting New York schoolchildren with nature and New York State history.  

The Connect Kids to Parks
grant program will refund 
up to $1,000 of the field trip
costs.  Grants are available
on a first come, first serve 
basis. Parks.ny.gov.



· Discuss with students’ field trip goals and behavior expectations.
· Share with all adults the Chaperone Itinerary provided by the nature center.
[image: ]
Printing Tips:  Print double-sided the Itinerary and Trip Tip documents and the Protecting Against Ticks and Dress for Success fliers


      
           
           




  


  Dear Chaperone, 


Thank you for joining us on our field trip to the Nicandri Nature Center!  Our visit is scheduled to take place on ______________.  Please meet at    
                                                                                                                                (date)                           ___________________ at ____________.  We will leave the nature 
                         (location)                                                   (time)      

center by ___________ and return to school.
                               (time)								 


During this field, trip students will learn about ______________________ 

_________________________. You will be assigned to lead a small group of students during the visit. Please make sure students stay with you at all times, are on task and are respectful listeners. If you have questions or need help, please contact me or find a staff member during our visit. 

We will also spend time outside exploring, please make sure to dress for a successful visit.  This includes close-toed shoes and appropriate clothing for weather conditions and insects.  Also, please know there is no available food or drink for purchase on site.

Let me know if you have any questions before the trip. Again, thank you for sharing your time with us. 



Sincerely,



Contact information: 





ItineraryStudents in group:

Time		Location

_________   ________________________

_________   ________________________

_________   ________________________

_________   ________________________

Remember: 
· Stay with your group at all times.   
· Bathrooms are located behind the pond exhibit.  
· Do your part to keep the environment clean by disposing of trash and recyclables properly.
· Have a question? Ask one of the staff members or volunteers wearing a nature center shirt or nametag. 



Itinerary
Time		LocationStudents in group:


_________   ________________________

_________   ________________________

_________   ________________________

_________   ________________________

Remember: 
· Stay with your group at all times.   
· Bathrooms are located behind the pond exhibit.  
· Do your part to keep the environment clean by disposing of trash and recyclables properly.
· Have a question? Ask one of the staff members or volunteers wearing 
a nature center shirt or nametag.
 Trip Tip: 
Get involved! As you explore exhibits or participate in a program, encourage the students in your group to think about what they’re seeing and doing. Resist the temptation to supply students with answers! While exploring the exhibits, try asking your group some open-ended questions: 


· What do you wonder?  		
· Why do you think that?  
· How do you know?  
· Have you seen something like this before?   
· What do you think is happening here?  
· What does this remind you of?  
· What does this make you curious about?  
· What did you discover?

It is okay not to know the answer, help them observe and explore.
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Protecting against Ticks

Deer ticks cannot jump or fly, and do not drop onto
passing people or animals. They get on humans and
animals only by direct contact. Once a tick gets on
the skin, it generally climbs upward until it reaches a
protected area.

You can protect yourself by being prepared.

. Wear light-colored clothing with a tight weave
to spot ticks easily.

. Wear enclosed shoes, long pants and a long-
sleeved shirt. Tuck pant legs into socks or
boots and shirt into pants.

. Consider using insect repellent.

. Keep long hair tied back.
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Reminder: Your student has a field
trip on

DRESS for SUCCESS

Please remember to dress
appropriately for weather and
outdoor activities by having
students and adults wear
sneakers or boots, raincoats, hats,
mittens, etc. as needed.

Check out the backside for tips to
protect against ticks.

Please no open-toed shoes.
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