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BUSY AS A BEAVER!
     Our spring schedule is super-filled with amazing programs for the public, as well as schools visiting and staff participating in special events throughout the North Country. Be sure to hang the insert provided on your refrigerator so you can try to keep up with the great opportunities!
      Last year’s “Mind, Body, Soul-Come Alive” grant, through the Alcoa Foundation allows us to keep almost all of our programs free to the public. That being said, pre-registration is required and we recommend doing so early. It appears that most programs will fill-up quickly.
     If you lose your insert listing the programs, remember that our website: www.massenanaturecenter.org and our Facebook page: The Friends of the Robert Moses State Park Nature Center, Inc. are two more resources available.
     We hope to see you out soon!
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Bloodroot, one of our early spring plants. You will see the flower before the plant really develops. If you break the stem, it looks like blood.





ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

     The date of our upcoming Annual Membership Meeting is Thursday, May 30th. It will be held at the Massena Public Library on 30 Glenn Street at 6:30pm.
     The public and members are invited to come and participate. A yearly over-view will be given by staff, focusing on program success, new partnerships and future plans. They will also provide an educational display to show just what the center has to offer.
     Board members will give financial reports and take votes on board seats, as well other items. Participants can join the Friends to become members that evening and have full voting rights also. Memberships range from $5 - $100.







[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\PC\Desktop\autism awareness picnic.jpg]                   Autism Awareness Family Picnic, April 27th
Was fun for all!
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
     The Nature Center has been busier than ever and the staff is really excited that spring has arrived. Although, two very big disappointments are that we say goodbye to Joel and Misty until next fall again. We three that are left will somehow hold down the fort and do our best to provide programs & more for the public.
     Special programs are scheduled on almost every Saturday for months to come. Over 24 school groups are already booked to visit this month and next and we are also providing 24 school programs off-site! 
     Summer will be filled with Campfire Cooking programs, School Vacation Day Camps and lots of “Mind, Body, Soul” programs ~ so, stay tuned.             
                                                              Mary Danboise


















Come visit our booth at the Ottawa “Whole Earth Expo” on May 11th & 12th or the “Massena Heritage Festival” on June 1st 


PARTNERSHIPS
The Nature Center has always worked hard to develop strong partnerships. We are excited to say we will be working with St. Lawrence University as a partner in their “Nature Up North” program, using the Internet and Citizen-based Science to understand and protect the St. Lawrence River watershed in Northern New York. Hands-on learning activities will help children and their families begin to develop a sense of stewardship for this unique and magnificent river and move beyond the confined experiences they’ve had studying science and the environment from within four walls. We will keep you posted, with program opportunities. 
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“I will be the gladdest thing
Under the sun!
I will touch a hundred flowers
And not pick one.”

~Edna St. Vincent Millay, "Afternoon on a Hill"

IT’S OFFICIAL~ WE WILL BE CHANGING OUR LOGO FROM A CANADA GOOSE TO A BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THANK YOU FOR HELPING US DECIDE!
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SPRING PHOTO CONTEST!
   It’s time to submit that wonderful photo you took, depicting spring along the St. Lawrence River! Participants of all ages, who reside in Massena or Akwesasne are asked to drop-off or email their registration and submissions to us (1 photo per person) at ncrebirth@yahoo.com or the St. Lawrence River Area of Concern (AOC) program at the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe (SRMT) at mary.lafrance@srmt-nsn.gov. The registration form can be found on our websites at www.srmtenv.org or www.massenanaturecenter.org.

   Photos must be traditional prints (max 8”x10”) if dropped-off or digital entries in JPEG (300 dpi) if emailed. 
Prizes:
1stplace:
$25 gift card from Twin Leaf 

2ndplace:
‘Better Birdwatching in the East’ DVD donated by  “Friends” 

3rd place: 
The Friends of the RMSP Nature Center T-shirt 

Please remember, NO Photo-shopping allowed!

Winning photos will be on display at the St. Lawrence Centre Mall, and on the St. Lawrence River AOC and The Friends of the RMSP Nature Center, Inc. websites, as well as used for St. Lawrence River AOC and The Friends of the RMSP Nature Center, Inc. publications and activities.

Winter 2013 Photo Contest 
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1st Place    “Northern Saw-whet Owl” By: Colby Bowman
Description: I was lucky enough to spot this cool little owl on Wilson Hill Wildlife Management Area. This Northern Saw-whet owl was very photogenic and gave me a great pose!












For parents looking to plan ahead, there will only be one week of summer Nature Day Camps; August 26th – 30th.
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Come look for this cool woodcarving along our paved trail, created by Woodcarver, Ron Riley. See if you can find the second “Wood Spirit!”







	WE TEACH THE JOY OF NATURE!
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ADDRESS:


EMAIL:
PHONE:

___ PLEASE EMAIL ME UPDATES!
MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM:
\
____  $5 Individual
____  $10 Family
____  $20 School Class/Club
____  $25 Business
____  $100 Lifetime
____  Just a donation












The Friends of the RMSP NC, Inc.    
19 Robinson Bay Road
PO Box 408
Massena, NY  13662
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BECOME A FRIEND

Fill out the form below and mail it into us along with your donation. All donations are tax-deductible. If you’d like a receipt for tax purposes, just let us know.

If you are interested in volunteering or joining the board of directors, include that information also. Volunteer information and forms are available on our website.

Please make checks payable to:
The Friends of the RMSP NC, Inc.
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